Hazel Mae Kommer nee Wideman
September 14, 1932 - February 24, 2022

OBITUARY
Hazel Mae Kommer of St. Clair, MO departed this life in St. Clair on February 24, 2022,
having reached the age of eighty-nine years, five months and ten days. Hazel was born in
Sullivan, MO on September 14, 1932, daughter of Grover Cleveland Wideman and Alletia
may Wideman nee Adams. On March 4, 1950 she was united in marriage to William Vest,
known to all as Bud, and two children came to bless this union. On August 27, 1977 she
was united in marriage to Selden Kommer.
Hazel is survived by her son, Bill Vest and wife, Connie, of Union, MO; by her daughter,
Wanda Thurmond of St. Clair, MO; by one brother, Leroy Wideman and wife, Anna, of
Sullivan, MO; by two grandchildren, Dana Jet and husband, Steve, of St. Charles, MO and
Wendy Miller and husband, Dan, of Beaufort, MO; by two great-grandchildren, Josh
Hinson and girlfriend, Meaghan Villhard, of Union, MO and Tyler Hinson of St. Clair; by
four additional great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, great, great-great and great-greatgreat-nieces and nephews, cousins and many friends.
Hazel was preceded in death by her parents, Grover and Alletia Wideman; by her
husbands, Bud Vest and Selden Kommer; by her son-in-law, David Thurmond, known to
all as Gus; by one granddaughter, Shelley Hinson; by three brothers, Ralph Wideman,
Bob Wideman and Marvin Wideman; and by her sisters, Silvia Bender, Goldie Brewer and
Gladys Kopp.
Hazel was a Christian and had been attending St. Clair Church of Christ in St. Clair, MO.
During her working career she was employed at Brown Shoe Company in Union, MO for
over twenty-five years. She had a variety of interests throughout her life including making
baskets and travelling, especially to Branson, MO and Tunica, MS. Her children and
grandchildren were her pride and joy and spending time with them brought her great joy.
The love they shared and many precious memories they created will forever be cherished
by them all.

A kind and loving mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, great-grandmother, sister, sister-inlaw, aunt, great, great-great and great-great-great-aunt, cousin and treasured friend, she
will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered by all who knew and loved her.
Funeral services were held at 12:00 PM Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at Russell Colonial
Funeral Home in St. Clair, MO with Rev. Dick Hinson officiating. Interment was in New
Chapel Hill Cemetery in Sulllivan, MO. Memorials may be made to Crabapple Village
Activity Department in St. Clair, MO.
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Comments

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Hazel Mae Kommer nee
Wideman.

March 01 at 11:05 AM

“

What a classy lady. What a beautiful woman. What a friend. To me, Hazel was all of
the above. And she was compassionate and caring. In her best of times Hazel could
be witty and charming. She liked to go outside with me on summer mornings and
when we would spot a rabbit or a chipmunk she was full of wonderment and awe. In
her not so good times, most of her recent few months, Hazel was emotional and filled
with distress. From the time I first met her, about two years ago, she spoke haltingly
and would often have difficulty getting her words out. Recently I could tell that
communicating was becoming more challenging for her. The day before she died I
sat next to her at lunch. In between feeding her a few bites she tried to say
something to me so I leaned in close. Our foreheads touched and she said, "I can't
remember anything." It was the first full sentence she had spoken in a very very long
time. I think she understood that things were changing, that she wasn't the same,
and I tried to explain what was happening to her. What a blessing that Hazel didn't
linger and suffer. She died peacefully in her sleep. And what a blessing to have had
her in my life.
Steven Stettes

Steven Stettes - February 28 at 10:58 AM

“

Hazle. Holds a very big place in my heart. When I started taking care of her 2 years
ago she told me god had a plane for me. She also would kiss my forehead and said
she loved me. She was one great lady. God be with her kids. Wanda and her son.

Anita whitley - February 26 at 11:54 AM

“

*Jett
*Wendi
* 4 other great grandchildren: Sam and Millie Jett, Lane and Easton Miller

DJ - February 26 at 10:43 AM

“

Hazel holds a special place in my life. We worked together to end hunger in Franklin
County, mainly in St. Clair and Union. I worked on several committees with Hazel
and each occasion she arose to the task and always accomplished her mission.
Hazel you quite the lady. My condolences to her family and special friends. Our lives
were brighter knowing Hazel. RIP
Deanna Sheppard-Thompson
Founder of Second Blessings Food Pantry of Union, MO

Deanna Sheppard-Thompson - February 25 at 09:42 PM

“

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Hazel Mae Kommer nee
Wideman.

February 25 at 05:31 PM

“

Hazel was a cherished member of the Franklin County Hunger Taskforce.

Jenny Wallach - February 25 at 05:18 PM

